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LIVE RABIES INTERVIEW LATENU RADIO



people died of rabies in 2016
’ and itis feared that there were

Health Organisation (WHO),
about 70,000 peaple die of
rabies every year across the
world.

Out of the estimated 70,000
people that die of rabies every
Yyear, 99 per cent of deaths occur
| in Africa and Asia, especially in

the countries, with

Ghana not being an exemption.

mhensprwalemmmm
than

I many cases.

| Ingreater Kumasi this year

| (2022), 0ut of 74 outbreaks 38

| tested positive for animal rabies
| andin the same period five

| persons died of human rabies.

| Any solution?

| Rabieseliminationis -
possible through vaccination of
| dogs and prevention of dog
bites. Many countries have been
| declared free of rabies by the
Centre for Disease Control and
Prevention.

However, it is expensive

| treating a rabies exposure. Post-
Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP)
comes with an average cost of
US$40 in Africa and US$49 in
Asia.When it comes to Africa

‘ and Gham this cost muld be

ofpeopk'bimnbyrupm
rabid animals are children
between the ages of five and 15.

‘ families.

Veterinary experts say
vaccinating dogs is the most
cost-effective strategy for
preventing rabies in people. Dog

ination reduces death

| The situation in Ghana
keep

Dog bil
increasing over the years in
Ghana, especially in the
Ashanti and Greater Accra
regions due toa rise in the

iber 2014, 70 dog bites
had been recorded in Accra,
with six deaths according to
the Veterinary Service

Department.
_In Ghana, 25 hnm‘u: rabies

attributable to rabies and the
necdlorPEPuupanotdu;
bite patient care.

The situation poses a major
| challenge to the Veterinary
Services Directorate (VSD) of
the Ministry of Food and
| Agriculture,
| Butwe know Ghana is
equally up to the task
particularly when the vsp is

clunmnn&nw
from their countries.

g retooling

4
|
| toensure the

January 2009 and July 2011,
There has been an increase in
rabies cases over the years as 57

| ofthe

“More than 95
| institutional per cent of

npu.-ilym h of
. rabies are due to

bites or
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Beware of pets

They cause strange diseases

* Confinued on page 3 that they wese oot
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GHS ISSUES ALERT OVER RABIES OUTBREAK IN ASHANTI REGION
L UNTIL 2026 **LET'SFILL BABA YARA STADIUM Ob







